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CHAPTER 12

1

Capturing and Sharing
Memorable Photos 

Your ability to see is not increased by the 
distance you put between yourself and 
your home. If you do not see what is 
around you every day, what will you see 
when you go to Tangiers?

The subject matter may be different, but 
unless you can get to the essence of the 
subject matter through keen observation 
and express it through your photographs, 
it doesn’t matter how exotic your locale.

              —Freeman Patterson 

Pix 12.1  A small harbor in the municipality of Plogoff, Bretagne, France
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 Think about the photographs you took on your last va-
cation. Do they have a sameness about them? While it’s 
easier than ever to take correctly exposed and accurately 
focused photos, most people’s pictures still look like snap-
shots: shots of famous landmarks, their traveling compan-
ion(s) or both.

  As Freeman Patterson reminds us above, “If you do 
not see what is around you every day, what will you see 
when you go to Tangiers” as well as to Sydney, Cape Town, 
or Osaka? Perhaps it’s not enough to just point and click, 
no matter how automatic your camera may be. To enrich 
your picture-taking ability, practice making different types 
of photos. 

Remember, at the end of the day,
it is the photographer who makes the images,

not the camera.
       —Mitchell Kanashkevich

 Topics such as shutter speed, aperture, ISO, and the 
significance of lighting in general are extremely important 
considerations in the world of photography, but they are 
beyond the scope of our discussion here. Rather, we will 
provide several tips about composition and subject matter 
that will assist you to make better travel photos in general 
as well as more interesting photographs of people. 

CREATING BETTER TRAVEL PHOTOS
✦  Get to know your camera prior to the cruise or re-

acquaint yourself if it has been a couple of months 
since you used it. Download the camera manual to 
your laptop or tablet so it accompanies you on the 
voyage.

✦  Adopt the habit of charging your camera batteries 
the night before any day you will spend in port. In ad-
dition, check the amount of space left on your mem-
ory card(s). Carry extra charged batteries and mem-
ory cards with you on the excursions.

✦  Create memorable photographs. Don’t just take 
snapshots. Rather than simply pointing your camera 
and shooting, take a few seconds to check the back-
ground, foreground, lighting and adjust accordingly. 
Compose the photo to convey something that sparks 
meaning and even emotion in you. Traveling is usually 
as much about how you think and feel about a place 
as it is about the points of interest you came to see. 

✦  Place the subject off-center in the viewfinder (rule 
of thirds). One of the biggest mistakes is placing the 
subject of your photo dead center in the viewfinder. 
For a more interesting photo, place the subject either 
to the left, right, above, or below center. More specifi-
cally, mentally divide the frame into thirds, both verti-
cally and horizontally, and deliberately place the sub- 
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PHOTOGRAPHING PEOPLE
 People like to see pictures of majestic views 
and expansive cityscapes, but ultimately we con-
nect with other people. We relate to the human 
condition far more than we do places and 
things, as interesting as they may be. Adding 
people to your travel photography will tell a hu-
man story that engages and connects the 
viewer to your photographs on a deeper level.

                                                                                              
—Kim Wilson

✦  Take pictures of locals. Some of the most 
memorable photographs you will make during 
your travels will be those of locals going about 
their lives—a man weaving reed mats, a woman 
sitting in an outdoor market, a 95 year old 
woman clutching her pet rooster, two older 
women laughing as they chat, and on and on. 
These photos will portray people’s clothing, ex-
pressions, and environment. Don’t simply grab 
the photo and move on. Spend time and inter-
act with the people in any way you can. When 
you return home, these photos will easily trans-
port you back to your experiences in the places 
you visited.

Pix 12.2  A 95 year old woman who lives in Havana, Cuba 
with her pet rooster



CHAPTER 13
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Savoring Your Sea Days

Pix 13.1  Passengers on Holland America’s ms Amsterdam world cruise
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 Passengers who are new to cruising may view sea 
days as merely inconvenient travel days, time to be en-
dured on the way to the next exciting port. Seasoned 
cruisers, on the other hand, tend to relish sea days, be-
cause of the seemingly endless opportunities to pursue 
personal interests, be entertained, learn, be pampered, 
participate in various events, or just to relax in the sun. 
Sea days are completely yours to make of them what-
ever you wish.

 Would it surprise you to learn that some people ac-
tually choose to cruise, not necessarily to visit destina-
tions, but simply to enjoy the journey? Take, for exam-
ple, the views expressed by three cruisers:

Although the ports of call are usually the first 
thing looked at when you check through the travel 
brochures, you will find the ports take second 
place in interest after you’ve taken your cruise be-
cause the ship and the great time you had on it 
will remain uppermost in your memory. 

    —Edwina Saunders, world traveler from England

 If all you want to do on vacation is lounge around, 
listen to music, read books, watch movies, and 
simply enjoy not having to be anywhere specific at 
any time, you might prefer an itinerary with lots of 
sea days. 

With nowhere to go but the open sea, you’ll find 
your stress melting away and that rush-rush-
workday mentality evaporating into the ocean air.

                                                                   —Sarah Staples 

 In the next vignette, a gentleman from England ex-
presses his nervousness regarding sea days; that is, until 
he experienced them.

 Before we embarked, I thought the object of the 
journey was seeing all the places we were going to 
visit. I was not looking forward to spending several 
consecutive days at sea with no port calls. But after 
being at sea for six days, I got used to engaging in 
the cruising side of the journey. I began to enjoy it 
so much that when we came to our next port, I 
thought of it as an interruption in the cruise, rather 
than the object of the cruise, and that surprised me.

 During those sea days, we were able to do many 
things within the ship that certainly held my atten-
tion and actually appealed to me. We went to the 
cinema. We enjoyed the lectures, and sometimes 
we went to two or three lectures a day. There were 
plenty of things to interest us. We settled into the 
journey and began not seeing the object of the voy-
age as seeing the world. 

 —Robert Rowlands, world cruiser from England



CHAPTER 14
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Connecting With Your Shipmates

Your Cabin Mate

Meeting New People

Experiencing Difficulties

How to Handle Problems

Pix 14.1 African penguins (endangered species) that live on Boulders Beach, Simon’s Town, Africa 
(outside Cape Town)



SECTION 1

Meeting People
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Pix 14.2  Meet and greet activities at the Boulders Beach Penguin Colony that was established in 1983. 
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  What is the most memorable aspect of extended 
travel? Cruise passengers consistently respond by indi-
cating that it is the people they meet. As Les Falgout 
from New Orleans, Louisiana, stated,

 Certain ports are memorable. Certain places you 
thought you always wanted to visit, and then you 
get there, are great. But I think what is most 
memorable about cruising is the friends you 
make.

 How do you go about meeting people, making 
friends? Actually it is quite easy, particularly on a cruise 
ship.  

✦  Simply strike up a conversation with people sitting 
next to you at a lecture, a show, the cinema, or 
church service. 

✦  A swimming pool or hot tub on board is a good 
place to meet and converse with others. 

✦  Use the time while you’re waiting to pick up your 
passport or disembark at a port to talk with some-
one in line with you. 

✦  Shore excursions also provide numerous opportu-
nities to converse with others. 

✦  Don’t forget the connections afforded by dinner, 
cocktail parties, the casino, or one of the many bars 
onboard. 

✦  Opportunities also emanate from special get-
togethers such as a solo travelers or singles groups, 
and meetings such as Friends of Bill W and Friends of 
Dorothy. 

 Cruise ships, by the very nature of the activities and 
dining venues, present more opportunities to meet and in-
teract with others than do hotels and resorts.

Shipboard passengers relate to one another in a 
way that fellow occupants of the shore-bound hotel 
almost never do. Hotels neither encourage nor 
condone social interaction between their clients; 
aboard ship, the opposite holds true. Whereas hotel 
visitors remain essentially anonymous, “ships that 
pass in the night,” fellow passengers from day one 
commingle enthusiastically and frequently become 
lifelong friends.           
                       
      ---John Maxtone-Graham

        Even the open decks, or should we say particularly 
the open decks, lend themselves to meeting and enjoying 
the company of others. Sailing into or out of ports of 
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 Most ships provide freestyle or open seating for 
breakfast and lunch. In this type of arrangement, you 
choose to be seated with a few people or up to eight or 
nine others you may or may not know. You can choose dif-
ferently for every meal. This provides an opportunity to 
meet and converse with numerous individuals over the 
course of the cruise. Dinner can be what is termed tradi-
tional seating, with the same table mates every evening, 
so you tend to know your dinner companions at an even 
deeper level. 

 There is even a website that helps you “meet” other 
passengers prior to the voyage. Cruise Critic’s forums of-
fer passengers the opportunity to read and post to discus-
sion threads with others who will be aboard the cruise. 
See www.cruisecritic.com and click on the Community 
tab and then Forums.

 An example of what resulted from such a forum was 
the formation of a group that planned excursions to-
gether during an eighty-five day cruise  around the Ara-
bian Peninsula and Africa. Using a rotation system, an in-
dividual or two took responsibility for arranging shore ex-
cursions (such as snorkeling or a visit to a series of attrac-
tions) through tour guides or independent tour operators 
for members of the group. Other group members organ-
ized excursions for different ports. 

call, passengers line the deck railings anticipating or re-
membering the adventures on shore. A chance encounter 
with someone standing near you may extend to a more 
lengthy conversation and other meetings. Last, but cer-
tainly not least, are the meals. 

Pix 14.3  Passengers on Cunard’s Queen Mary 2 enjoying the sail 
away from the day’s port of call.

http://www.cruisecritic.com
http://www.cruisecritic.com
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 Topics of conversation on a cruise can be engaging 
and wide ranging. One reason may be that during a relax-
ing voyage, we have and use more time to chat with oth-
ers; however, on one extended cruise, I noticed an anom-
aly in terms of how these conversations differed from 
those at home. Fellow passengers didn’t tend to talk 
about their professions. It was simply not a topic of conver-
sation. Was it because several were British, and thus, 
more reserved?

 No, the lack of discourse about their work lives also 
seemed to be the case when I talked with Americans. Our 
chats revolved around the here and now, books, culture, 
places to which we had traveled, and stories of happen-
ings along the way. After the cruise, I stumbled upon the 
following quote that put this predilection in perspective: 

 Decades ago I had the chance of traveling from 
Chennai to Mumbai in first class with an elderly gen-
tleman. I decided to break the ice and started to 
speak, and he abruptly stopped me. “Don’t introduce 
yourself with your name,” he urged. “Chances are 
that we will decide which caste or faith we belong to 
and that may color our relationship, even though just 
for a day. Let us see if we can get along without that 
baggage.”

               —S. M. Kulkarni

 If you are shy or fear that you may not be able to 
think of topics to discuss, invest in a conversation starter 
such as Travel Topics, a plastic cube filled with cards, 
each containing a topic that can be used to start a con-
versation during a meal or a chance encounter. In addi-
tion, you might purchase The Complete Book of Ques-
tions: 1001 Conversation Starters for Any Occasion or a 
set of cards called Go Ask Anyone!  

When you’re on a cruise for more than one hundred 
days, how is it possible to have interesting conversa-
tions every night? While in Sydney, I found Table 
Topics, and we started using them at dinner with an-
other couple. The questions were open-ended, such 
as “Love is . . . .” It didn’t say “Who was your first 
love?” It was simply “Love is . . . ,”  so it could have 
been a puppy, stamp collecting, your mother, or any-
thing else that came to mind. 

Sometimes the conversation ended up nowhere 
near where it started. Questions I thought would 
elicit quite a bit of discussion sometimes fell flat, 
and others I thought were wimpy, took off. Our ta-
ble mates shared with others that we were having 
very engaging conversations. As a result, I ended up 
lending the cards to several people at other tables. 

---Mary Jane Zabinski
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Keeping in Touch With
Friends and Family

 Karen Neir:  When you go on a trip like 
this, you not only have to think about 
what you’re going to take, but also what 
you’re leaving behind. Number one is 
your family, your children. Will they be 
able to survive without mom and dad 
around?

 Interviewer: How old are your children?

 Karen: The youngest is thirty-nine.

Pix 15.1  Internet cafe on the Golden Princess



SECTION 1

 With more and more ways available to 
stay connected with people back home, how 
will you do it? Most methods require some 
planning prior to embarkation, whether you 
use e-mail, blogging, Skype, Facebook, 
phone cards, a cell phone, a smartphone, or 
postcards. Keeping in touch is what this 
chapter is about.

Taking a Laptop or Tablet on the Cruise
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Pix 15.2  Taking a laptop or tablet has several advantages.
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 If you plan to  e-mail, blog, and/or store photos, 
consider taking along a tablet or laptop. It has several 
advantages over using a terminal in the ship’s com-
puter center or those found in Internet cafés on land.

✦  Comfort and Convenience: Because most ships 
are equipped with Wi-Fi, you will have access to 
the Internet (e-mail and blogging) in your room 
and around the ship 24/7. 

✦  Time Savings: You won’t have to wait for a termi-
nal in the computer center that is crowded with 
other passengers.

✦  Photo Viewing: A twelve- to fifteen-inch LCD 
display provides a much better way to view your 
photos than the 2.5-inch display on your camera 
screen.

✦  Photo Editing: Photo editing software is available 
for laptops; likewise, most tablets come with basic 
photo editing software already loaded. 

✦  Photo Sharing: Most ships do not provide a way 
to upload photos from your camera into comput-
ers residing in the computer center. On the other 
hand, attaching photos to your e-mail is easy using 
your own laptop or tablet. 

✦  Photo Storage: You will be able to store 
copies of photos on your laptop, on a small 
external drive, or you can burn copies to a CD 
or DVD. If you take a tablet, you can down-
load photos to the device by inserting the SD 
card from your camera into the tablet or at-
taching a cable between the two devices. 

✦  Journaling: Using a laptop in a quiet setting 
is more conducive for journaling and other 
contemplative activities than the computer 
center.

Pix 4.1  USB thumb drive for photo storage and trans-
fer. 



SECTION 2

 While this chapter focused on ways to stay in contact with friends and family, you might consider adopting a dif-
ferent perspective––to drop out of touch entirely or for significant periods of time, so you can completely immerse 
yourself in your adventures. Walter Kirn, essayist, literary critic, and author of Up in the Air (a book that was later 
turned into a movie starring George Clooney) stated, “With our increasingly digitally connected existence these days, 
perhaps we should travel so that we will disconnect.”  

While traveling in Poland, where his cell phone didn’t work, Kirn missed an
important text message, costing him $5,000 in lost income because he didn’t

learn about a lucrative writing opportunity. 

At the time he would have received the message, he was enjoying a eucalyptus
steam bath with an old laborer who had belonged to the Solidarity Union, an 

organization that helped defeat communism in Eastern Europe. As Kirn 
recounted later, “His stories were thrilling, but were they $5,000 worth of

thrilling? Of course they were!”  

 Kirn went on to comment that if someone is so concerned about what’s going on at home,
 “the voyager may as well have stayed home, since he’s not really on a voyage anymore.” 

Staying in Touch ~ A Different View
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